Sense of Place

Street Photography Project Process

Week # 2

Add meaning- Finding Threads-Narrowing it Down

In the nineteenth century photographers such as Ernest Benecke traveled great distances to make photographs of very exotic cultures foreign to their own. Although many of his contemporaries, using costumes and props, carefully ‘constructed' their subjects into touristy, stereotypical icons of ‘exotica', Benecke's photos have an authentic and honest approach.

It is this authentic, honest intent of social documentary photography that is the prime motivator of this lesson.
Authentic vs. Artificial

Real vs. Posed

Truth vs. Stereotype

DIRECTIONS: 

You will be photographing two distinct cultures and their surroundings. The first culture and environment will be familiar to you and represent you while the second will be unfamiliar. You will try to create a “sense of place” through your images. You will investigate and interpret the place and people while creating authentic representations of each community. TELL A STORY. FIND COMMONALITIES AMONG THE DIFFERENT PEOPLE AND PLACES WITHIN EACH COMMUNITY. You will explore the mood and ambience of each place you are photographing. Include pictures of both the place and people and how they relate to and behave in that place. REMEMBER YOU ARE TELLING A STORY ABOUT EACH PLACE!

Composition Requirements:
· USE THE PLACES AND IMAGES TO TELL A STORY….YOUR COMPOSITION OR HOW YOU PLACE THEM MEANS SOMETHING!
· Use angles and interesting perspectives to express meaning. What does shooting from above , below or eye level convey?

· Get Close!- Remember to shoot the same frame many different ways..close, far away different angles.

· Use the Rule of Thirds- Try to keep the interesting parts near the edges of your print.

· Use the Elements of Design –Look for color, shape, line, texture, space and value.

· Use the Principals of Design- Remember…how you choose to frame your images can discuss or be about contrast, emphasis, movement, repetition, balance, unity  and rhyhm.

Technical Requirements:
· Shoot at least 100 images for each session.

· Color in images must be saturated- Check your exposure!!!

· BRACKET- Check your exposures every time! If your images are over or underexposed, fix this by opening your aperture up or closing it. In addition speed up or slow down your shutter speeds.

· Camera shake is not acceptable! Do not hand hold the camera below 1/60 on the shutter speed. For long exposures use a tripod.

· Use natural lighting whenever possible.-NO FLASH ALLOWED!

· Photoshop final images total of 40-check for color, saturation, and exposure.

Rubric/ What you will be graded on:

· Images-Exposures-all final prints must be well exposed.

· Interesting compositions -follow above guide

· TELL A STORY!

· CREATE IMAGES FOR TWO DIFFERENT PLACES.

· Contact sheets from each session-5 for each session

· 10 -8x10 prints from each session-Total 20 final images

· BE CREATIVE

· FOLLOW THE ABOVE GUIDES AND REQUIREMENTS!

Sessions
Shoot # 1 –The Familiar
Familiar Culture/Place Requirements: Choose a place and group of people that is very familiar to you.  Choose a place that is representative of your own culture.  Remember there are many different ways to interpret culture. Choose people and a place where you feel completely comfortable.

· Choose a place that “says something” about this culture –place and group of people.
· Choose informal places like barbershops, stores, local restaurants, mom and pop shops, hangouts. Choose places where the particular group you chose spend time. 

· Photograph PEOPLE- Shoot portraits that include the environment and how people relate to that environment.

· You can take photographs of the place without people in it to give a sense of the culture or a mood of the place. 

· Shoot 100 images here. Remember all guidelines!!!!!!!

· Choose 10 final prints…Correct exposure and color
Reflection questions: After photographing a familiar environment answer the following  questions about your experience. Answer in complete sentences. Each question must be at least one paragraph long. Answer in detail and use examples from your work to explain.

1. Why did you choose this place? What culture does it represent and how?

2. How does this place make you feel? Did you feel comfortable? Did your comfort level change over time? How? Why

3. Describe the people and the place. Did the people make you feel comfortable?

4. How often do you go to this place?

5. Describe your feelings while photographing here. How were they different than what you expected? 

6. What did your see or feel that was unexpected.
Shoot #2 –The Unfamiliar

Unfamiliar Culture/Place Requirements:

· Choose a place that “says something” about this culture –place and group of people.

· Choose a group you are not familiar with- The following are stereotypes of groups……jocks, cheer, skaters, rockabilly, punks, emos, goths, ravers. Investigate a group and culture you are unfamiliar with and authentically represent the daily lives of people.  With  a respectful eye and intent, photograph an unfamiliar group to show authenticity, truth and reality. Do not set it up. Other suggestions- This is LA ! choose a small cultural enclave like China town, Japan town or any other small community you are interested in getting to know better.

· Choose informal places like barber shops, stores, local restaurants, mom and pop shops, hangouts. Choose places where this particular group you chose inhabits.

· Photograph PEOPLE- Shoot portraits that include the environment and how people relate to that environment.

· You can take photographs of the place without people in it to give a sense of the culture or a mood of the place. 
· Shoot 100 images here. Remember all guidelines!!!!!!!

· Choose 10 final prints…Correct exposure and color
Reflection Questions: After photographing an unfamiliar environment answer the following questions about your experience. Answer in complete sentences. Each question must be at least one paragraph long. Answer in detail and use examples from your work to explain.
1. Why did you choose this place? What culture does it represent and how?

2. How does this place make you feel? Did you feel comfortable? Did your comfort level change over time? How? Why

3. Describe the people and the place. Did the people make you feel comfortable?

4. Would you come back to this place?

5. Describe your feelings while photographing here. How were they different than what you expected? 

6. What did your see or feel that was unexpected?
